CHAPTER   XXI

BIANUS   AND   DIANA

Recapitu-   IN this chapter I propose to recapitulate the conclusions to
tation.       which the enquiry has thus far led us, and drawing together
the scattered rays of light, to turn them on the dark figure
of the priest of Nemi.

Rise of            We have found that at an early stage of society men,

Engsdwho ignorant of the secret processes of Nature and of the narrow
are sup-     limits within which it is in our power to control and direct
endowed * them, have   commonly arrogated   to   themselves   functions
with         which in the present state of knowledge we should deem
oTdivine   superhuman or divine.    The illusion has been fostered and
powers.     maintained by  the same  causes which   begot it,   namely,
the  marvellous   order  and  uniformity  with  which   Nature
conducts  her operations, the wheels of her great machine
revolving with  a smoothness   and  precision  which enable
the patient observer to anticipate  in   general the season,
if not  the  very   hour, when   they   will   bring   round   the
fulfilment of his hopes or the accomplishment of his fears.
The   regularly   recurring   events   of   this   great   cycle,   or
rather series of cycles, soon stamp themselves even on the
dull  mind of  the savage.      He   foresees them, and   fore-
seeing them  mistakes the desired recurrence for an effect
of his own will, and the dreaded recurrence for an effect of
the will of his enemies.    Thus the springs which set the vast
machine in motion, though  they lie far beyond our ken,
shrouded in a mystery which we can never hope to pene-
trate, appear to ignorant man to lie within his reach:  he
fancies he can touch them and so work by magic art all
manner of good to himself and evil to his foes.    In time the
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